During the main conference (Jul. 10-12, 2012) , the ICME 2012 daily technical program will start with a keynote talk delivered by a world class scientist. At the end of the keynote, a number of papers which are best paper award candidates will be highlighted. Four parallel oral sessions will be presented in the morning, and four additional parallel oral sessions will be presented in the early afternoon. Then, a research overview plenary session will run right after the afternoon tea break. We have designed the program in such a way that ICME audience will not miss the keynotes, overview talks and the plenary session, and can always find a high quality talk of interest at the parallel oral sessions. In addition, a 1.5~2 hour session is held in each afternoon with poster presentations and demos. Each oral paper is also provided with an additional poster presentation slot so that authors can have ample opportunity to interact with audience. ICME 2012 will give FIVE awards including the best paper award, the best paper runner-up award, the best student paper award, the best student paper runner up award and the best demo award. The awards will be determined by the award selection committee based on the technical merits of the papers and the on-site presentations. All the awards will be announced on Wed at the conference banquet. ICME 2012 will also hold two workshop days on Jul. 9 and Jul. 13, 2012, together with some high-quality tutorials offered to the registered attendees.
This year, we are pleased to report a strong technical program with exceptional quality. ICME 2012 Main Program has received 609 submissions. Lead by 6 Program Chairs and 18 Track Chairs, we have conducted the paper review in a double-blind manner with several aspects aimed to achieve a very rigorous review process, including author rebuttal, review discussion, meta-review and within-track discussions and cross-track discussions. Almost all papers have received 3 independent reviews, with 78% of the paper receiving 4 or more reviews. These reviews served as basis to select the 184 papers accepted into the main conference, a 30% overall acceptance rate. Out of the 184 accepted papers, top review scores papers are selected for oral presentation. In particular, the oral paper sessions consist of 79 accepted papers and 9 special session papers, corresponding to a 13% (14.4% if including special session papers) accepance rate. A selected set of high quality ICME 2012 papers will also be invited to submit an extended version of the paper to be reviewed for acceptance into a special issue of IEEE Trans. on Multimedia.
In addition, ICME 2012 has 12 associated workshops, which have received a total of 174 submissions with 114 accepted papers, a 65% overall acceptance rate. ICME 2012 also has a separate demo program, which has accepted 8 demo proposals.
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